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ment by the Afghan Ambassador to the 
effect that the tribal Pathans were fighting 
for freedom from the so-called "oppression" 
of Pakistan, could only have been amusing if 
it had not been so patently mischievous," 
Continuing the Prime Minister said, 
"The story of. the formation of the so-called 
national assembly in Tirah and Shinwar 
Khyber, to which the Afghan Ambassador 
had referred, was a pure invention by the 
Kabul Radio." “This so-called national 
assembly," he went on to say, "had not been 
formed by the people of the areas concerned, 
but had been set up on paper in Kabul," 
Proceeding further he said .— 
"The alleged members of these assem- 
.blies have no influence .or status in our 
tribal territory and a few of these. persons, 
on their return from Kabul have been 
arrested by the [local tribes and have been 
handed over to the political Authorities as 
, traitors to the people and the Government 
of Pakistan." 


Referring to the Afghan Ambassador's 
statement about the mass-killings in Char- 
sadda and the firing on the people in many 


parts on the N.W.F. Province by Pakistani 


troops the Prime Minister pointed out that 
the statement was grossly exaggerated and 
quite unconnected with realism. He said 
that the same applied to the stories about 
the detention of the so-called , ‘popular 
leaders." Continuing he said that barring a 
few people like Abdul Ghaffar Khan, who 
had been carrying on anti-State activities, 
no person had been detained for support to 
the so-called 'Pushtoonistan! He char- 
acterized the story of the economic blockade 
of the Tribal areas as pure fabrication. 
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Prime Minister's Statement 
in the Constituent Assembly 
on January. 9, 1950, 


people of N.W.F.P. wished to remain with 
Pakistan or align themselves with India. 

"In spite of the fact that at the time 
there was a Congress Ministry in power, the 
overwhelming vote of the people of 
N.W.F.P. in favour of Pakistan showed in 
no uncertain manner where the loyalty of 
people lay. Even before that the tribesmen 
had shown their pro-Pakistan sympatbies in 
unmistakable terms. Since then they have 
entered into agreements with the Govern- 
ment of Pakistan by virtue of which their 
territory has become an integral part of 
Pakistan. It will also be recalled that in 
view of the enthusiastic reception of. Pakis- 
tan by the tribesmen, the Government were 
able to withdraw from the tribal territory 
the strong armed forces, which had been 
stationed in this area througliout the British 

-Feime. Under the circumstances the state-- 
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Replying to a questioh in the Constituent 
Assembly on January 9, 1950, the 
Hon'ble Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan, Prime " 
Minister of Pakistan said :— 

"The alleged demand for the so-called 
"free Pushtoonistan' is entirely a figment 
of imagination of certain individuals in 
Afghanistan. The people of N.W.F.P. and 
of the tribal territory on the Pakistan 
side of the Durand Line are not only good 
Pakistanis but are also rightly proud of 
the notable part played by them in 
the struggle for Pakistan along with the 
other Muslims of Indo-Pakistan sub-conti- 
nent. They have throughout remained’ 
devoted to Pakistan in spite of the most 
persistent propaganda and intrigue of inter- 
ested parties to wean them away from their 
loyalty. It will be recalled that before the 
partition of Indo-Pakistan sub-continent a 
referendum was held to decide whether the 
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only infer that the Government of Afghani- 
stan are not so much concerned with the 
moral and material welfare of the people of 
the border areas as with securing for them- 
selves political advantage in their own coun- 
try, or diverting the attention of their own 
people for the political and economic deteri- 
oration in Afghanistan. 


The Government of Pakistan have 
naturally given the most anxious considera- | 
tion to the question of their relations with 
Afghanistan and in particular the mischief 
that the persistent Afghan propaganda is 
likely to cause. They have endeavoured to 
impress upon the Government of Afghanis- 
tan with all sincerity the dangers inherent 
in their rash policy. They have drawn 
attention to the feeling of rising anger 
and resentment in the tribal area in 
consequence of the persistent lies that 
are being told about the tribesmen 
and the Government of Pakistan. They 
have further offered—andf the offer is still 


of relations ot enduring friendship. They 
have done all this and have shown great 
restraint in the face of highly provocative 
statements and activities. While the Gov- 
ernment of Pakistan are willing to establish 
friendly relations with the Royal Govern- 
ment of Afghanistan, they cannot be expect- 
éd for ever to continue pleading for friend- 
ship. While they have not given up hopes 
that sanity will dawn on the Rulers of 
Afghanistan they must reiterate in clear and 
unambiguous language that not one inch of 
our land will be surrendered to any body, 
come what may. We have no territorial 
ambitions, we desire peace, but notat the 
sacrifice of honour or a portion of our 
fatherland.” 
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Pakistan and Afghanistan have for each 
other in view of their natural kin- 
,ship and affinity. The Government of 
Pakistan have from time to time, endeav- 
oured to find out exactly why the Afghan 
, Government have adopted such an unreason- 
able attitude. I regret to say that we have 
still not been able to discover what precisely 
the Government of Afghanistan want and 
why. At first they requested that the name 
of the North West Frontier Province and 
certain areas in Baluchistan may be changed 
to Pushtoonistan, so that the racial identity 
of the inhabitants of the Province may not 
remain in doubt. Then they began to de- 
mand that the tribal area on this side of the 
international boundary known as the 
Durand line, should be declared a sovereign 
state under the name of Pushtoonistan and 
that North West Frontier Province and 
Baluchistan should be incorporated in it. 
The attention of the Afghan Government 
has been repeatedly drawn without any 
result, to the provisions of the solemn trea- 
ties and engagements voluntarily entered 
intoby themselves to refraih from interfering 
in any manner in the affaits 'of the people 
living to the East ofthe Durand Ling In 
the face of this utter disregard of interna-. 
tional and rational considerations the 
Government of Pakistan have found them- 
selves seriously handicapped in coming to 
an amicable settlement which they have 
earnestly desired. They have, from time to 
time, offered to discuss with the Govern- 
ment of Afghanistan all matters of common 
interest relating to the border areas, such 
as, schemes of economic, educational and 
moral uplift of the people on both sides of 
the border. From the negative response 
that this Government has réceived it can 
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On Dr. Omar Hayat Malik's drawing 
attention to the resentment caused by the 
Afghan Ambassador's statement through- 
out Pakistan and particularly in the North 
West Frontier Province and the Tribal 
afeas, the Hon'ble the Prime Minister ad- 
mitted that resentment was bitter and very 
high. In this connection he referred to the 
recent action of the Legislative Assembly of 
the N.W.F.P., which had condemned unani- 
mously and in unequivocal terms the actiyi- 


vites and propaganda carried on by the 
Royal Afghan Government. 

In reply to another question by the 
same Member about the steps which the 
Government of Pakistan had taken to 
counteract such false and malicious Afghan 
propaganda, the Hon'ble Prime Minister 
said :— 

"I must confess that the Government of 
Pakistan have so far refrained from taking 
any countermeasures in respect of the per- 
sistent and malicious propaganda and intri- 
gue by the agents of Afghan. Government. 
In doing so, the Government have only 
followed their declared policy of maintain- 
ing and promoting friendly relations with all 
the Muslim countries. Unfortunately the 
Government of Afghanistan have not appre- 
ciated this friendly attitude — It will be re- 
called that, when soon after its birth, Pakis- 
tan applied for the membership of the 
United Nations, Afghanistan was the only 
woice which opposed the admission of 


Pakistan. Ever since then, for some incom- 
prehensible reasons, this neighbourly Muslim 
State has been following a policy of open 
hostility to Pakistan inspite of the wide- 


spread goodwill that the people of 
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